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Description and purpose of the course: This lecture course aims to introduce students to selected key topics of world visual art history, i.e. painting, sculpture and architecture, with a special emphasis to the Greek world. While presenting topics such as The Minoans and Egyptian architecture, Greek sculpture and idealization, Hellenistic landscape painting, Byzantine religious iconography we will also attempt to discuss theoretical issues like the devaluation of Roman art, iconoclastic tendencies in the eastern civilizations and the like. The following session program is indicative and may be modified to suit the class needs. Film screenings as well as three field trips will be scheduled: one, in which we will visit the Archaeological Museum of Hania, another in which we will visit the Byzantine Museum and a third visit to the Municipal Gallery of Hania.  These field trips will occasion a live encounter with significant works of art that belong to local, public collections as well as an introduction to these specific collections by local museum experts. 
Session 1, 3/7/2006: “Art” as a relatively recent concept
Session 2, 4/7/2006: Hunters and Farmers
Session 3  5/7/2006: Ancient Egypt
Session 4, 6/7/2006: The Minoans and the civilization of the Aegean 
Session 5, 10/72006: The Classical Greece. Sculpture and architecture
Session 6, 11/7/2005: Field trip to Hania Archaelogical Museum
Session 7, 12/7/2006: Plato, Aristotle and tragedy
Session 8, 13/7/2006 : Hellenistic painting and architecture
Session 9, 17/7/2006 : Roman sculpture and its political quests
Session 10, 18/7/2006 : Midterm exam
Session 11, 19/7/2006 : The Pantheon and the Colosseum as model buildings for subsequent generations.
Session 12, 20/7/2006 : The Byzantine world. The Christian basilica and Hagia Sophia
Session 13, 24/7/2006 : Orthodoxy and Iconoclasm
Session 14, 25/7/2006 : Field trip to the Byzantine Museum of Hania
Session 15, 26/7/2006 : Islamic art, decoration and architecture.
Session 16, 27/7/2006 : Gothic flying battresses and stained glass
Session 17, 31/7/2006 : Fifteenth century Italy and Flanders. Film projection.
Session 18, 1/8/2006: Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo and Raphael. Film projection.
Session 19, 2/8/2006: Field trip to the Municipal Gallery of Hania 
Session 20, 3/8/2006: Final exams
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